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 As an educator, my ultimate goal is for students to establish individual goals, achieve self 

awareness and growth,  and gain a new perspective of the world around them. My focus in the 

classroom is to assist each student in achieving personal success, however they may define it. I strive 

to help them discover their unique identity in contemporary visual culture, regardless of what role 

they undertake.  I help them develop a deep understanding of the fundamentals of art, and the 

cultural significance the arts have carried throughout time. I want my students to comprehend their 

work and research from a historical context, challenging them to discover what motivates their own 

creative process. My job is not simply to impart information, but  to spark an enthusiasm for 

knowledge and experimentation that goes beyond the classroom.  

 I strive to establish camaraderie with my students, to assist them in honing their natural skills, 

and to help them develop new methods of inquiry. In my artistic explorations I examine the 

importance of human connection for social development, and carry this awareness into my teaching. 

The upbeat, comfortable atmosphere I create in my classroom allows for honest communication 

regarding the individual interests and needs of each student.  I tailor my feedback to each student, 

encouraging them, while allowing them to view their work objectively through constructive criticism.   

 To give students the richest understanding in the subject matter of the course, I conduct 

hands-on demonstrations, material labs, give lectures, and lead open discussions where they can 

express their observations and ask questions to gain better insight. I am fortunate to have had the 

unique opportunity to teach courses that are very historical, technical, and material based. The courses I 

have taught range from hands-on classes where students were encouraged to experiment with unique 

types of paints, to more traditional, lecture-based humanities classes. Regardless of the differences, in 

each course I teach, I strive for the best methods to engage students in the arts, while emphasizing 

personal knowledge and growth  

 Throughout the semester, students are expected to take part in classroom discussions, peer 

reviews, projects, and other activities beyond the classroom setting, in order to best develop a new 

appreciation for the world around them. Along with these activities, it is their personal growth,  

mastery of materials, and articulation of ideas that are the standards by which I evaluate their success 

as a student and my own success as an educator. My goal is to provide a strong foundation to 

stimulate lifelong learning, both for myself and for each student.   


